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Speaker, Samantha made their day and their
trip.

| have a sizable stack of letters from Orego-
nians who took the time to write after their trip
to Washington, D.C., to thank me for
Samantha’s assistance and her dogged deter-
mination to make sure their experience was
memorable.

Mr. Speaker, Samantha's energetic and
helpful demeanor was equally appreciated by
her coworkers. She was attentive in recog-
nizing when something needed to be done,
taking the initiative to complete projects and
lend others a helping hand. Whether she was
drafting letters to address a constituent’s con-
cerns or keeping the information on my web
site up to date, Samantha’s contributions were
always appreciated and on target. During her
time in my office, she took a staff assistant
role and developed it into something much
more.

Samantha’s attitude and intellect will serve
her well as she continues her public service at
the Department of the Treasury. Mr. Speaker,
she will be a difficult person to replace. Sam,
thank you for a job well done and good luck
in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. CATHERINE
OCHENSKI

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Mrs. Catherine Ochenski in honor of
her becoming the first female District Com-
mander for the Veterans of Foreign Wars 11th
district.

Kate proudly served her country in the
Women’s Army Corps from 1944 to 1946 both
in the United States and in Europe. Her role
during these 2 years was to assist in the after-
math of World War |l. Kate has since gone on
to wed a Marine veteran, and raise a family of
three children. She has also served in a mul-
titude of capacities at V.F.W. Post 1075 for
over 15 years, where she currently has re-
ceived the honor of being the first female Dis-
trict Commander. Kate's accomplishments are
numerous, and her devotion to her country is
steadfast.

| am honored today to recognize Catherine
Ochenski for her many accomplishments, and
to congratulate her on the celebration of her
role as first female District Commander for the
V.F.W. Post 1075.

————

RECOGNIZING THE MARRIAGE OF
DENA MARIE CARLI AND DENNIS
WAYNE POCIASK

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer my best wishes for the upcoming mar-
riage of Dena Marie Carli and Dennis Wayne
Pociask on June 7, 2003.

Dena and Dennis met while on duty as po-
lice officers with the 13th District Chicago Po-
lice Department.
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Dena, who is currently pursuing a law de-
gree, has been working in law enforcement
since 1995. She started as Cook County dep-
uty sheriff and in 1999 became a Chicago po-
lice officer. Her parents, Officer Reno and
Diane Carli, and her sister, Officer Lisa Carli,
are all very proud of her decision to continue
in the family business of keeping our city safe.

Dennis has been with the police force since
1998 and remains close with his mother, Tina,
his brother, Ray, his sister-in-law, Pamela, and
his niece, Holly.

Mr. Speaker, marriage is an occasion wor-
thy of celebration and recognition. Please join
me in wishing the very best for Dena and
Dennis’ new life together. May they share
many pleasant memories in a marriage built
on trust, friendship and a loving commitment
to one another. | wish them many years of
happiness and ask my colleagues to join me
in extending their best wishes.

———

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CELE-
BRATES THE NORTH BRUNSWICK
TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL ROBOT-
ICS TEAM

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the victory of the 37 member team
from North Brunswick Township High School
who built the robot, Evil Machine, and took
second place in the national FIRST (For Inspi-
ration and Recognition of Science and Tech-
nology) Robotics Competition in Houston
Texas. Building a champion robot is more than
creating a machine with technical prowess. It
represents hours of hard work, dedication, col-
laboration and communication among stu-
dents, teachers, mentors and community
members. FIRST is an example of technology
at its finest. It involves identifying a problem,
developing a hypothesis to solve it and imple-
menting the solution.

To win second place in a national competi-
tion against 300 other high school robots is a
good accomplishment. Each team that partici-
pated in FIRST was required to design and
build a robot that solved the “game problem”
using “kit parts” and a standard set of rules.
Over a six-week period, the North Brunswick
Township High School team designed “Evil
Machine”. His task for the competition was to
collect and stack plastic storage containers on
their side of the playing field, to knock down
walls, and during the two-minute competition,
to keep the opposing team’s robots from doing
the same activity.

FIRST is a critical program because it rein-
forces science education. Science is not just
another subject. It is fundamental like reading
and math. Science brings order, harmony, and
balance to our lives. It teaches us that our
world is intelligible and not capricious. A sci-
entific framework provides us the skill for life-
long learning, for creating progress itself.
These are very important skills for the very
complex times in which we live.

| ask that all the members join me in con-
gratulating these 34 North Brunswick Town-
ship High School Students for their excellence
and their FIRST Robotics victory.
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CONGRATULATING BOYD AND
IRENE MADDOX ON 75 YEARS OF
MARRIAGE

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, we in
America have a penchant celebrating mile-
stones in just about every endeavor, be it
sports, business or even school attendance.
But today | would like to recognize a truly
amazing milestone, which is only rarely
reached in our modern world: the 75th wed-
ding anniversary of Boyd and Irene Maddox of
San Bernardino County.

Boyd Maddox and Irene Crozier are lifelong
residents of the Old West, growing up in the
rugged early 20st-Century New Mexico Terri-
tory, marrying in Tombstone, Arizona and fi-
nally settling at the 250,000-acre Las Flores
Ranch in the Mojave Desert—a working cattle
ranch that still provides good employment to
the cowboys of the 21st Century.

Boyd was born in Lordsburg, New Mexico in
1908 and grew up on a cattle ranch where he
got to know a young neighbor girl named San-
dra Day—Ilater to become Supreme Court Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’'Connor. After graduating
from New Mexico Military Academy, Boyd be-
came a messenger for Continental Bank of
Los Angeles, and then worked his way up
through a series of banks to become chief
bookkeeper of the Douglas State Bank in
southern Arizona.

Irene had graduated from Tombstone High
School, and married the young bank officer on
June 10, 1928 at Old Adobe Episcopal Church
in her hometown. The couple homesteaded for
2 years, but the depression forced Boyd to go
to work for the Civilian Conservation Corps as
a bookkeeper.

A former bank employer had purchased a
cattle ranch—the Las Flores Ranch in the Mo-
jave Desert, and urged the Maddox’s to come
west and help him manage it. They finally vis-
ited in September 1938, and never left. Boyd
became the working general manager and
stayed for the next 50 years until his retire-
ment. Irene raised Boyd, Jr., who is now 67.

Mr. Speaker, Boyd and Irene Maddox are
enjoying an active retirement, traveling, visiting
friends and reminiscing. I'm sure we would be
spellbound by the stories they could tell of
their remarkable life together all these years.
Please join me in congratulating them on their
75th wedding anniversary, and wishing them
many more years to come.

————

HONORING LEGENDARY PENN
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH
CHRIS GEESMAN

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a living legend, Penn High
School football coach Chris Geesman from
Mishawaka, Indiana.

Coach Geesman recently announced he
plans to retire from coaching at the end of this
school year.
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Since 1972, Coach Geesman has led the
Kingsmen to five state championships and has
never suffered a losing season.

Mr. Speaker, that's remarkable.

He retires in second place on the All-Time
Football Coaching Leaders in Indiana with 339
victories. Only one coach in Indiana high
school football history had more wins, but that
coach also had more loses.

In 1996, he was inducted into the Indiana
Football Hall of Fame.

Coach Geeman’s impressive resume in-
cludes five state championships (1983, 1995,
1996, 1997, and 2000), three state runner-up
finishes (1989, 1991, and 1999), eight semi-
state crowns (1983, 1989, 1991, 1995-1997,
and 1999-2000), and 13 sectional trophies
(1979, 1983, 1987, 1989, 1991, and 1995-
2000).

Penn High School football was also a force
to be reckoned with under Coach Geesman’s
guidance in the Northern Indiana Conference
by winning 22 NIC titles, including 17 in a row
from 1986 through 2002.

Since a loss back in 1985, the Kingsmen
have won an astonishing 117 straight NIC
games.

The Kingsmen also established a state
record with 89 consecutive regular-season vic-
tories running from 1985 to 1996 and own a
state-record 22 straight playoff victories.

Coach Geesman’s Kingsmen were ranked
Number 1 in all or parts of a record 13 sea-
sons for a record total of 87 weeks since
1977.

Coach Geesman has also had many players
move on to play at the collegiate level and
even a couple have advanced to play in the
National Football League.

Mr. Speaker, | know the fans of Penn High
School football and the Mishawaka community
will certainly miss Coach Geesman, but | wish
him well in his future endeavors.

————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
MR. AND MRS. JOHN PAGE

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, whereas, Mr. and
Mrs. John Page began selling homemade
fudge and then founded the Pillars Club to as-
sist those in need; and

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. John Page’s involve-
ment in the annual Pillars Club banquets have
benefitted many in the community including
students, the unemployed, and disaster vic-
tims; and

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. John Page are ex-
amples of love and devotion having been mar-
ried for over fifty years; and

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. John Page should
be recognized for their extraordinary outreach
and selflessness;

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Mr. and Mrs. John
Page for their accomplishments and contribu-
tions to the community.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MIS-
SOURI HIGHWAY PATROL TROOP-
ER MICHAEL L. NEWTON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize the life of Missouri Highway Pa-
trol Trooper Michael L. Newton. His life,
though tragically cut short, was enriched by
numerous accomplishments in his career, and
a loving, caring family.

Mike served the Missouri Highway Patrol
with dignity and passion. He set career goals
that established himself as a competitive offi-
cer. He was ardent about making as many
driving-while-intoxicated and traffic arrests as
he could and it was this determination that
made him a standout among his fellow offi-
cers. His eagerness and drive established him
as an officer that was well-liked by many of
his peers.

Mike is survived by his loving wife Shonnie
and two sons, Tyler and Devon. Many of the
Missouri Highway Patrol have pledged to help
the family through these trying times. It is my
hopes that his young boys will always remem-
ber how passionate their father was about his
job and how diligently he served the people of
Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you help
me in recognizing and remembering Missouri
Highway Patrol Trooper Michael L. Newton,
his accomplished career, and the remarkable
family he leaves behind. God Bless them.

——————

PRO-LIFE ACTION MUST
ORIGINATE FROM PRINCIPLE

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 2, 2003

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, as an obstetrician
who has delivered over 4000 children, | have
long been concerned with the rights of unborn
people. | believe this is the greatest moral
issue of our time. The very best of the western
intellectual tradition has understood the critical
link between moral and political action. Each
of these disciplines should strongly inform and
support the other.

| have become increasingly concerned over
the years that the pro-life movement | so
strongly support is getting further off track,
both politically and morally. | sponsored the
original pro-life amendment, which used a
constitutional approach to solve the crisis of
federalization of abortion law by the courts.
The pro-life movement was with me and had
my full support and admiration.

Those who cherish unborn life have become
frustrated by our inability to overturn or signifi-
cantly curtail Roe v. Wade. Because of this,
attempts were made to fight against abortion
using political convenience rather than prin-
ciple. There is nothing wrong per se with fight-
ing winnable battles, but a danger exists when
political pragmatism requires the pro-life
movement to surrender important moral and
political principles.
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When we surrender constitutional principles,
we do untold damage to the moral
underpinnings on which our Constitution and
entire system of government rest. Those
underpinnings are the inalienable right to life,
liberty, and property. Commenting upon the
link between our most important rights, Thom-
as Jefferson said “The God which gave us life
gave us at the same time liberty. The hands
of force may destroy but can never divide
these.”

M. Stanton Evans further explained the link
between our form of government and the
rights it protects when he wrote, “The genius
of the Constitution is its division of powers—
summed up in that clause reserving to the
several states, or the people, all powers not
expressly granted to the federal government.”

Pro-lifers should be fiercely loyal to this sys-
tem of federalism, because the very same
Constitution that created the federal system
also asserts the inalienable right to life. In this
way, our constitutional system closely links
federalism to the fundamental moral rights to
life, liberty, and property. For our Founders it
was no exaggeration to say federalism is the
means by which life, as well as liberty and
property, are protected in this nation. This is
why the recent direction of the pro-life cause
is so disturbing.

Pro-life forces have worked for the passage
of bills that disregard the federal system, such
as the Unborn Victims of Violence Act, the
federal cloning ban, and the Child Custody
Protection Act. Each of these bills rested on
specious constitutional grounds and under-
mined the federalism our Founders recognized
and intended as the greatest protection of our
most precious rights.

Each of these bills transfers to the federal
government powers constitutionally retained
by the states, thus upsetting the separation
and balance of powers that federalism was
designed to guarantee. To undermine fed-
eralism is to indirectly surrender the very prin-
ciple upon which the protection of our inalien-
able right to life depends.

The worst offender of federalism is the so-
called Unborn Victims of Violence Act, which
not only indirectly surrenders the pro-life prin-
ciple but actually directly undercuts the right to
life by granting a specific exemption to abor-
tionists! This exemption essentially allows
some to take life with the sanction of federal
law. By supporting this legislation, pro-lifers
are expressly condoning a legal exemption for
abortionists—showing just how far astray
some in the pro-life community have gone.

Even the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act,
which is an integral part of the current pro-life
agenda, present a dilemma. While | have al-
ways supported this Act and plan to do so in
the future, | realize that it raises questions of
federalism because authority over criminal law
is constitutionally retained by the states. The
only reason a federal law has any legitimacy
in this area is that the Supreme Court took it
upon itself to federalize abortion via Roe v.
Wade. Accordingly, wrestling the abortion
issue from the federal courts and putting it
back in the hands of the elected legislature
comports with the Founder’s view of the sepa-
ration of powers that protects our rights to life,
liberty, and property.
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